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EU Hydropower:

A vital force for preserving
climate and environment




Intfroduction

A To address the climate crisis, the EU is actively pursuing a
significant expansion of renewable energies, especially wind
and solar power, as part of its Green Deal strategy.

A However, effectively integrating the variable electricity generation
from these technologies requires increased flexibility to ensure a
balanced and reliable power system.

A In this context, hydropower stands out, offering flexible
electricity generation and storage on a large scale and in a
sustainable manner.

A After decades of successful operation, many European
hydropower plants are currently undergoing or are expected to
be extensively refurbished in the coming years.

A These refurbishments are strategic investments that enhance
capacity and efficiency while minimising environmental impact
and supporting initiatives to foster biodiversity.

The European hydropower sector

is committed to achieve a positive

net gain for biodiversity based on
the following approach:

Restoration of
habitats and
river continuity

Creation
of new
habitats




375 TWh

electricity generation:

Electricity generation
from hydropower is
the 2nd biggest
renewable electricity
source in the EU and
— through its flexible
generation and

5 Crucial Facts You Need 1o Know




