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Austria  

Oesterreichs Energie confirms the preparedness of the Austrian power sector to ensure that 
electricity is available around the clock. "We will not switch off during the official measures for 
people who are demonstrably unable to pay their electricity bills on time due to restrictions in 
their daily lives", explains Leonhard Schitter, President of Oesterreichs Energie. Read more on 
measures taken in Austria here. 

 

Belgium  

09 April: Elia, the Belgian transmission system operator, notes a fall of 16% in the electricity 
consumption, compared to early March. At times, electricity demand during the day 
registered a 25% drop.   

31 March: Demand dropped substantially as industries and the tertiary sector account for 
almost 80% of consumption, shut down. The period when customers cannot be disconnected 
was prolonged and Flanders allocated +/- €200 to families faced with temporary 
unemployment. FEBEG calls on stakeholders dealing with invoicing to take a share of the bad 
debt risk as suppliers could bear the consequences of unpaid bills.  

 

Bulgaria  

7 April: Electricity demand overall remains stable, with a 1.18% increase of the net domestic 
consumption between 16 and 29 March, compared to the average consumption for the same 
period in the last five years. The day ahead market for electricity responded registered 
severe volatility and falling prices. The average DAM price at IBEX dropped to 23,82 €/MWh, 
a 31% decrease compared to 34,58 €/MWh for the same period of 2019. The difference is 
even higher in comparison with the reference market price of 45,51 €/MWh, set by the 
regulator for the current regulatory period. Read more from EMI here. 

31 March:  Demand is in slight decrease, due to the warmer weather and shutdowns of some 
industries and SMEs. However, so far the load remains at usual levels for spring. The IBEX 
shows that day-ahead prices almost halved since early March. EMI has made available 
detailed information on national laws, decisions and other acts of state institutions. 

 

Cyprus 

The Electricity Authority of Cyprus announced that the accommodation they own as part of 
their Welfare Fund will be made available for individuals in quarantine. Furthermore, for the 
next two months electricity prices will be reduced by 10%. More here.  

 

https://oesterreichsenergie.at/presse/presseinformationen/covid-19-stromversorgung-auch-aktuell-gesichert.html
https://oesterreichsenergie.at/presse/presseinformationen/covid-19-stromversorgung-auch-aktuell-gesichert.html
https://www.eac.com.cy/EN/EAC/NewsAndAnnouncements/


Czech Republic  

09 April:  In March and April, 40% of planned electricity outages were postponed to minimise 
disruptions on telecommuters. Additionally, a dozen of hospitals and other large healthcare 
facilities benefit from free backup electricity supply. This measure ensures the continuation of 
hospital activities in case of outages resulting from an overload of the internal networks of the 
medical facility. Read more 

31 March: Electricity prices have dropped and fossil fuels prices plummeted in response to 
geopolitics and mild temperatures. The slowdown of industrial activities and plunging CO2 
price are pushing the prices even lower. However, security of supply is not at risk, as utilities 
take specific measures to ensure functioning of power plants and protection of staff. 

 

Estonia 

On March 12 the Government established a special committee tasked with resolving issues 
related to the spread of the coronavirus and their impact on public health and the economy. 
The emergency situation has significantly impacted the business environment. The Estonian 
government has also proposed several aid packages, to support local companies and their 
employees. More information here. 

 

Finland  

09 April: Helsinki's electricity demand is down 15%, as companies working in the services 
sector reduced their activity. Electricity consumption patterns are also changing. As 
telecommuting becomes the norm, households’ use of electricity is now significantly higher 
during the weekdays than during weekends. Read more 

31 March: Energiateollisuus observes no impact on electricity demand due to the outbreak of 
COVID-19. The decline in Q1 was instead due to a mild winter (+ 5-7°C in December-March - 
versus average) and the economic downturn. The security of supply situation is controlled by 
the National Emergency Supply Organisation, ensuring proper coordination between the 
administration and business community. More here 

 

France 

07 April: Lower temperatures pushed electricity demand to around 50.3 GW, a slight increase 
compared to previous weeks. However, demand remains some 10-15 GW below the 2019 
levels for early April. Net electricity exports to Spain and Italy were down by 2 over GW, amid 
low demand. On Sunday, French day-ahead prices fell to a low of minus Eur21.06/MWh, as 
solar output hit year-to-date records, and other sources of clean generation continued to be 
strong.  

https://www.cez.cz/cs/pro-media/tiskove-zpravy/rychla-pomoc-cez-esco-zdarma-poskytne-zalozni-zdroje-nemocnicim-v-pripade-vypadku-proudu-81720
https://www.kriis.ee/en/work-economy-and-business
https://www.helen.fi/helen-oy/vastuullisuus/ajankohtaista/blogi/2020/miten-korona-vaikuttaa
https://energia.fi/jarjestona/koronavirus


31 March: Electricity prices drop due to a fall of over 11% in demand, coupled with 
oversupply. Different consumption patterns emerge with lower demand than usual in the 
mornings and higher in the evenings. There is overall no risk of blackout as the power sector 
adopted measures to ensure the normal operation of facilities.  

 

Germany 

BDEW notices a clear drop in sales in Germany. On 25 March, consumption was 6.8% lower 
than average and a pattern starts to establish itself for significantly lower daytime and evening 
electricity consumption. For more facts and figures on the German case, go here. 

 

Greece 

Greek electricity companies are taking voluntary measures to protect consumers. These 
include the reduction to zero of fixed costs and VAT charges on bills, discounts of 8-13 € for 
customers using e-billing platforms made available and the extension of customer service 
hours. 

 

Hungary  

Hungarian weekday day-ahead prices went up to just above 30€ /MWh in the first week of 
April, and averaged around 28€ /MWh this week. A drop in hydro and wind output 
contributed to the stabilisation of spot prices. The mild weather and industrial stoppages 
continue to keep the power demand at low levels. 

 

Iceland 

07 April: A study conducted in Iceland found that more than 90 % of corporate executives 
believe revenues will decline between the second quarter of last year and the same quarter 
this year. Due to the impact of COVID 19 on the Icelandic business community, they estimate 
an average decrease of 50%. Read more 

31 March: Health and Safety managers from Icelandic utilities meet (online) on the regular to 
share information and best practices. Samorka highlights that such meetings proved useful 
and effective, especially for smaller businesses, which gain information from more 
experienced and bigger companies. More... 

 

https://www.bdew.de/energie/corona-virus/
https://www.bdew.de/energie/corona-virus/
https://www.samorka.is/ny-konnun-vegna-covid-19/
https://www.samorka.is/vidbrogd-vegna-covid-19/
https://www.samorka.is/vidbrogd-vegna-covid-19/


Italy 

Demand was down over 15% last Monday. Renewable energy groups asked the government 
to ensure that all electricity plants and projects can operate without interruption during the 
crisis. Utilities have activated continuous teleworking for all employees, except critical staff for 
security and safety.  Elettricita Futura published the list of national and regional measures 
referring specifically to the electricity companies and their staff. Read more… 

 

Latvia 

Initial assessments show that in March electricity prices dropped 10 %, while consumption fell 
3-5%. This downward trend is expected to continue in April and May. Health and safety 
measures are implemented in accordance with the decisions and recommendations of the 
Cabinet of Ministers, Ministry of Economy, Center for Disease Prevention and Control and 
responsible state institutions. They are regularly updated. For more   

 

Lithuania  

Electricity demand lowered, as companies have halted their operations. Nord Pool day-ahead 
prices in Baltic states have decreased, and it is likely to remain at lower end during the 
quarantine. The government announced measures to support business in general during the 
quarantine, but so far there are no specific support measures dedicated to the power sector. 
Read more. 

 

Netherlands  

Netbeher Nederalnd and Energie Nederland announced that all measures were taken to 
ensure reliable electricity supply during the crisis. Customers facing payment difficulties 
caused by the crisis will not be disconnected and various tools are put in place to support 
them. Customer services can be contacted 24/7 and operators are ready to intervene for 
urgent matters. Non-urgent activities requiring direct contact with customers, including the 
deployment of smart meters however have been postponed. More here and here.  

 

Norway  

An extreme hydrological situation caused historically low electricity prices in Norway. The 
health crisis did not produce a significant impact on demand yet, as energy intensive 
industries are still operating. Utilities and national authorities put in place preparedness plans 
to ensure security of supply, including child care for critical important workforce.  

 

https://www.elettricitafutura.it/articolo.asp?idsottopagina=2018
https://www.elettricitafutura.it/articolo.asp?idsottopagina=2018
https://www.mk.gov.lv/en/aktualitates/government-extends-precautionary-measures-limit-spread-covid-19
https://www.netbeheernederland.nl/nieuws/netbeheerders-alleen-spoedeisende-werkzaamheden-bij-klanten-thuis-1345
https://www.energie-nederland.nl/energiebedrijven-en-corona/
https://www.netbeheernederland.nl/nieuws/netbeheerders-alleen-spoedeisende-werkzaamheden-bij-klanten-thuis-1345
https://www.energie-nederland.nl/energiebedrijven-en-corona/


Poland 

07 April: Electricity demand fell 3.5 % compared to March 2019. Also, net generation 
decreased 5.6% year on year, leading to a rise in electricity imports. Hard coal and gas-fired 
generation rose 2.6% (6.432 TWh) and 8.4% (0.986 TWh) respectively, while lignite-fired 
generation fell 20% on year to 2.452 TWh.   

31 March: On 18 March the Council of Ministers announced an aid package (called “crisis 
shield”) – of PLN 212 billion. Additionally, the government announced a Public Investment 
Fund of PLN 30 billion that will focus on the energy transition, among other aspects. 
Authorities make use of both monetary and fiscal policy tools to counteract the impact of the 
economic crisis related to the COVID-19 and protect jobs while stimulating economic 
growth.  

 

Romania 

The electricity demand already during the first days of April was down around 9%. The 
average electricity price on the Day-Ahead Market, in March was 22% lower than the one in 
the previous years and 26% lower than the average price recorded in February 2020. The 
intervals with electricity traded for close to 0 Euro/MWh have increased in occurrence, amid a 
high renewable generation overlapping with a decrease in consumption. 

 

Spain 

In March, the Spanish day-ahead electricity prices have been 41% lower than the same month 
in 2019. Power demand has also followed a downward trend, as major consumers have 
temporarily closed down. Health and safety measures have been taken by energy companies 
to ensure operational continuity and the reliability of electricity supply. Read more 

 

Switzerland  

The mild winter has led to a low demand for electricity and heat. In addition, wind generation 
has been abundant over the past months, meaning that the occurrence of spikes in electricity 
prices was very rare. As critical infrastructures, utilities are well prepared to respond to 
emergency situations and continue to guarantee the flow of electricity even with reduced 
staff.   

 

https://aelec.es/el-sector-electrico-garantiza-el-suministro-electrico-y-su-seguridad/


Sweden 

09 April: Companies facing liquidity problems as a consequence of COVID-19 outbreak can 
apply for a temporary deferral of taxes payment. Tax authorities evaluate each particular case 
and allow postponements between 1 month and 1 year. Nevertheless, interest rates of 1.25% 
on the deferred amount are perceived. Read more 

31 March: Energi Företagen notes that this year's electricity demand is lower than normal due 
to the absence of a cold winter and that they might further decrease in the context of 
COVID-19. Also, electricity prices have been on an irregular low, mainly due to larger inflows 
than normal, more installed capacity in wind power, low fuel prices and reduced demand 
given the mild winter. 

 

United Kingdom 

Overall, demand is likely to be lower with the decrease in business and commercial usage 
offsetting increased domestic usage. This should affect not security of supply but the 
changes to demand patterns are monitored continuously. Energy companies have well 
practised contingency plans to keep operating during all circumstances.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.energiforetagen.se/medlemsnyheter/2020/april/anstand-med-skattebetalning-till-foljd-av-corona--vad-galler/
https://www.energiforetagen.se/pressrum/information-corona/
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